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Ch. 3 

A Separate Peace
1.  What bothers Gene about Finny’s action to save his life?

2.  Why is the limb higher and thinner and the water deeper and harder to reach each time Gene jumps from the “damned” tree?

3.  What type of rules does Finny seem to abide by?  Why would this bother Gene?

4.  What does Finny’s love for sports say about his feelings for competition/rivalry?  How are his feelings unlike Gene’s?

5.  When Finny discovers that the school plans on engaging them in badminton, he asks, “What are they trying to do?  Destroy us?”  Explain this comment in connection with both “wars.”

6.  Even the students’ sports are tied to war.  What is a blitzkrieg?  What does this foreshadow?

7.  While playing blitzball, what is significant about Leper refusing the ball?

8.  What is also significant about “everyone is an enemy” in blitzball?

9.  Gene says that everyone has a moment in history.  What is Gene’s moment in history that has sway over the rest of his life?  

10.  Why is Gene so upset with for Finny breaking the school record and then not wanting anyone to know about it?  What does this say about Finny and Gene?

11. What type of awards has Finny won in the past?  

12.  Gene says that Finny is too good to be true.  What might Gene mean by this comment?

13.  On the way to the beach, other distinctions are made between the two boys.  What are they?

