Name__________________

A Separate Peace
Ch. 1 
1.  What is the setting (time and place)?

2.  How does the 2nd paragraph characterize Gene?

3.  Gene says that the school has been “preserved” with varnish and wax.  According to Gene, what else has been preserved?

4.  Gene states that he could see the past now with “great clarity” and, in fact, gives many details of the events of 1942.  What does this tell us about how he feels about past events?

5.  What are the two places he needs to revisit?  What adjective does he use to describe them?

6.  What word is used repeatedly to describe the stairs in the First Academy Building?  Why?
7.  What followed Gene up and down the stairs in the past?  

8.  Why has Gene come to Devon fifteen years after he graduated?

9.  What is the oxymoron used to describe Devon?  How does it also apply to Gene?

10.  What is the weather like the day that Gene returns to Devon?  What does the weather symbolize?  

11.  Why does Gene say that it is time to come in out of the rain?

12.  Explain the symbolism of the tree:

What war time metaphor is used to describe the tree?  Why?
Which tree is this one an allusion to?  

Why do the kids climb without their clothes?

Explain Gene’s statement, “I was damned if I’d climb it …the hell with it.”  


Finny tells Gene, “When they torpedo the troopship, you can’t stand around

 
admiring the view.” Explain this analogy.
13.  Why does the author have the kids Gene’s age still “calmly, numbly reading Virgil and playing tag in the river farther downstream” while the seniors are caught up in “accelerated courses and first-aid programs and a physical hardening regimen, which included jumping from this tree”? 

14.  What is foreshadowed by Leper’s behavior at the tree?  He “closed his mouth as though forever.  He didn’t argue or refuse.  He didn’t back away.  He became inanimate.”  

15.  What does the bell symbolize?  What else symbolizes this same idea? 
