Diagramming Lesson 5: Prepositions and Prepositional Phrases 

Prepositions are small words such as "with" and "into" that themselves are difficult to define in words. Prepositions create a relationship between other words in a sentence by linking phrases to the rest of the sentence. Prepositions can be found virtually anywhere in the sentence. They are always followed by an object (noun or pronoun). Together, the preposition and its object are called a prepositional phrase.

Prepositional phrases often indicate location or time.

Common prepositions of space/location include the following:

	against
around
above
at
across
among
	behind
between
below
beneath
beside
beyond
	by
down
from
in
into
inside
	off
on
out
outside
over
past
	through
to
toward
under
underneath
up


Other common prepositions include

	about
after
before
	but
concerning
during
	except
for
like
	of
regarding
since
	until
with 
without


To diagram a prepositional phrase, the preposition is written on a line slanting down from whatever the phrase modifies. Then the object is written on a horizontal line branching off the preposition. Any adjectives then hang below the object:

Example (a) Brittany went to the beach.
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Example (b) The girl in the corner is my sister.

[image: image2.png]sister





 

