The Study of Literature

Genre – classification of literature
1.
Drama – Literature designed to be performed by actors
2.
Prose fiction - Prose story based on the author’s imagination

Short story – usually focuses on a single incident; starts close to 


the climax, few characters, specific setting


Novel – narrative fiction; has many plots and subplots; focus may
      be more on action; setting is vast in scope

3.   Poetry – concise; uses specific language often with multiple meanings
4.
Nonfiction Prose - Writing that conveys factual information and is not primarily a work of the creative imagination
Each of these genres can then be broken down into more types of genre.  For instance,

prose fiction can be broken into mysteries, fantasies, romances, westerns, suspense,

etc. stories
Purpose of Literature

1.
Provides enjoyment
2.
Provides insight into your own experiences and those of others

3.
Therapeutic – provides a catharsis or purging of emotions
4.   ______________________________________________ (add your own reasons)

5.   ______________________________________________ (add your own reasons)
Themes of literature

Central or dominating idea; a work may have one or many themes.
Common themes include

1.  Loss of innocence (growing up)
2.  Conflict between personal values and society’s values

3.  Quest for spiritual enlightenment

4.  Carpe diem (seize the day!)

5.  Natural world vs civilized world
6.  Equality
7.  Good vs evil
8.  Suffering and redemption
9.  Friendship and love

10.  Fate vs free will
Interpreting literature

There isn’t one correct interpretation of a literary work - only possible meanings. Meaning is created by the work itself, the attitudes of the writer, and the reader’s values, beliefs, and own experiences. Some interpretations, however, are more likely to be correct than others.
Steps you should complete as you interpret a work

Engage in three active reading strategies:
1.
Preview – analyze form, title, point of view, setting, characters

2.
Highlight – mark the text to identify key details (examples, lines, relationships, repeating images)

3.
Annotate – make marginal notes (cite allusions, characterization, diction, plot development, theme)
Why write literary critiques/essays? 

Write to explain a work’s possible meanings by focusing on the work’ plot, character, setting, point of view, style, tone, language, symbolism, allegory, and/or theme.

Professional literary criticism

Journal articles/books written by scholars who interpret/analyze a work; even critics often disagree on what is the correct interpretation!
So what makes a book great?  Judge… 


-how well the individual elements function within the work itself and add meaning to it


-how well the work achieves its goal

-if the work reinforces or questions previously held ideals

-if the work is intellectually challenging

-if the work gives you pleasure
Literary Canon

Group of literary works generally agreed upon by writers, teachers, and critics to be “worth reading.”   

Standard literary classics can be found at

http://homepage.mac.com/mseffie/AP/APtitles.html  

Happy Reading!

