Style
Style - consists of the way a writer selects and arranges words to produce a desired effect

Elements of style

1.  Diction – the writer’s selection of words or word choice


Categories of diction



Concrete diction – words that describe exact and particular conditions 


or qualities, such as cold, sweet, and creamy in reference to an ice 



cream sundae, while the words good and neat are abstract



Abstract diction – language describing qualities that are theoretical, 


such as good, interesting, and neat

Levels of diction


High/formal – proper, elevated (elegiac), elaborate, learned, often 



polysyllabic, follows correct grammar rules, and avoids idioms, 

            

colloquialisms, contractions, and slang.  High diction may show high 


educational level, superior social or professional position, 




pretentiousness, or emotional detachment.



Neutral/middle – ordinary and everyday but still standard vocabulary, 


shuns longer words but uses contractions when necessary. 



Low/informal diction – relaxed, conversational, utilizes contractions, 


slang, contains grammatical mistakes, and is direct and simplistic.   



Substandard – vulgar and crude


Meanings of diction


Denotation – the dictionary meaning of the word



Connotation – the emotional meaning of the word
2.  Syntax – the pattern of words and phrases that form grammatical sentences; proper syntax follows a subject-verb-object pattern

3.  Sentence length – the number of words per sentence
4.  Sentence structure – simple, compound, complex, compound-complex sentences; parallel structures
5. Imagery and figures of speech – the presence, frequency, and prominence of imagery and figures of speech
