Name________________________

“A Sound of Thunder”  p. 34

1.  Examine the picture on p. 35. What information can you infer about the world it portrays?  What might this picture tell you about the story you are about to read?

2.  What information on the sign seems unusual?  Based on this information, what inference can you make about when the story takes place?

3.  Reread lines 13-18 on p34 .  What might the man’s warning foreshadow?  What inference can you make about why the penalty for disobeying instructions is so stiff?

4.  In the top paragraph on p. 36, find an example of figurative language.  

5.  Who were the two candidates for president?  Who won?  What might this conversation about election results foreshadow?  

6.  Anti- is a prefix that means “against.”  From the specific examples given, what generalization can you make about what Deutscher is against?  What type of president would he have been if he had won?

7.  After reading lines 63-67, what inferences can you make about Eckles’ personality?
8.  Reread line 68.  Instead of the author using “he said,” Bradbury used “Eckles felt his mouth go dry.”  What effect does this choice of diction compared to simply saying “he said” reveal about Eckles?  

9.  What might Travis’s warning to the hunters foreshadow?  Why is “Path” capitalized?  

10.  Reread the last two lines on p. 37 and look in your literary handbook for the names of specific imagery.  What three types of imagery are used?  Copy down three phrases found in the last two lines and then label each phrase’s type.  

11.  In lines 105- 148, Travis describes a cause and effect theory that has been termed the butterfly effect:  the destruction of one small element in an ecosystem causes the future to change.   Complete the worksheet on the Butterfly Effect.

12. When writing fiction, authors tend to use a more conversational style than do authors who are writing a more formal piece, such as an essay for a college professor.  In formal writing, complete sentences, not fragments, are used and contractions are avoided.  In fictional writing, fragments and contractions are used. Writing the way people talk makes a story seem more real.  Real language lends verisimilitude or realism to a story. In lines 188-195, find three examples of a more informal style which includes fragments and contractions.

13. Read lines 176-180.  Write down the repeated words.  What effect was the author trying to produce by using repetition?  Write down the imaginative description of the pterodactyls.  How would you describe the style of writing here?

14.  What warning do the guides keep repeating?  What do their warnings lead you to predict?

15.  What is the sound of thunder at the bottom of p. 40?
16.  Look in your literary handbook for different types of figurative language. What type of figurative language is used when Eckles states, “ Why, Why . . . it could reach up and grab the moon”?   

17. What major event of the rising action occurs pm p. 42?  What do you predict will be the effect of this action?

18. Read the first paragraph on p. 43.  List the strong diction that Bradbury used to help you visualize the death of the T-Rex.  List at least five examples of single words or phrases.

19. Why do the two hunters, Billings and Kramer, reject the offer of taking a trophy picture?  What conclusion can you make about their feelings at this moment?
20. After reading up to line 355, with whom do you identity with more – Eckles or Travis?  Which one’s behavior is more justified?  Why?  Support your answer.

21.  Read the last paragraph on p. 45.  Write down five sensory images/phrases that describe Eckles’s feelings that something is not right.  Why does he compare people to chess people?

22. Compare the sign with the one at the beginning of the story.  How are they the same or different?
23.  What is the sound of thunder at the end of the story?

24. What was the main effect of Eckles’s killing of the butterfly?  What will the social temperament of the world be like now?  How is the social temperament reflected in the two presidents’ names?   Why did the author choose Deutscher for the new president’s name?

24.  Now that you have read the whole story, why do you suppose the author chose to include the allusions to Napoleon and Hitler in line 83?  

