Rhythm

Rhythm – varying speed, intensity, elevation, pitch, loudness, and expressiveness of speech

Heavy stress – accented syllable

Light stress – unaccented syllable

Meter – pattern of heavy stressed and light stressed syllables measured in a number of feet per line 

Foot – basic unit of measurement with a combination of heavy and light stresses

Types of meter


One foot – monometer


Two feet – diameter


Three feet – trimeter


Four feet – tetrameter


Five feet – pentameter


Six feet – hexameter


Seven feet – heptameter


Eight feet – octameter

Types of feet


Iambic – unaccented syllable followed by an accented syllable (the winds)


Trochaic – accented syllable followed by an unaccented syllable (flow – er)


Spondee/hovering  - two accented syllables (used for emphasis – men’s eyes)


Pyrrhic – two unaccented syllables (used to move along the reader to important 


ideas)


Anapest – two unaccented syllables followed by an accented syllable (by the 


dawn’s early light)


Dactylic – an accented syllable followed by two unaccented syllables (green as 


our hope in it)

Blank verse – unrhymed iambic pentameter

Caesura –  a brief stop between phrases; a pause


It’s loveliness increases:  it will never


Pass into nothingness:  but will still keep


A bower quiet for us, and a sleep


Full of sweet dreams,…

End-stopped line – caesura comes at the end of a line

Enjambment – pause comes in the middle of lines

Free verse – lack of a formal rhythm and rhyme scheme

