Point of View
Point of view –refers to the position and stance of the narrator that the author adopts for his or her work
Narrator – the voice or the storyteller of the story
Different types of point of view


1st person –a character (usually the main character) in the story is telling the 
story from his or her own perspective; look for first person pronouns: I, me 


2nd person – a narrator speaks directly to a present and involved listener or 
speaks directly to the reader; look for second person pronoun: you; this is the 
least common point of view


3rd person omniscient  - the narrator is not a character in the story; sees into 
the minds of all of the characters; look for third person pronouns: he, she, 
they, it

3rd person limited omniscient –the narrator is not a character in the story; 
sees into the minds of one character (usually the protagonist); look for third 
person pronouns: he, she, they, it

3rd person dramatic or objective –the narrator is not a character in the story; 
cannot see into the minds of any of the characters; the least personal point of 
view; look for third person pronouns: he, she, they, it 
**Stories often have mingled points of view.

A key issue about point of view is the narrator’s reliability.  Critical readers assess the degree to which the narrator can be trusted.  This depends on the speaker’s evidence of intelligence, knowledge, insight, consistency, and honesty.  Authors sometimes use an unreliable narrator as a device to layer levels of meaning.  Here are some questions to use in considering point of view:


1.  Who is telling the story?  How much does the speaker know and tell?


2.  How would the story change if someone else were to tell it?


3.  Does the narrator contradict himself/herself, either directly or indirectly?


4.  To what extent can the reader accept the narrator’s version of events and 
their meaning?

