Plot
Plot - series of actions that help move the story forward

Conflict - a struggle between opposing forces, which pits a protagonist against an antagonist; the protagonist, or principle character, and the antagonist, the thing in opposition to the protagonist, can be in the form of humans, animals, ideas in society, etc.

            Internal conflict – a struggle which occurs within a person (man vs himself)

External conflict – a struggle which occurs between one being and another (man vs man, society, nature, God, fate or evil)

Formal stages of plot (Plot structure) – sequence of events that add interest to the story 


Exposition – provides background information about setting and characters 
and suggests possible future conflicts


Complication ​– the point of the story where the conflict starts and the rising 
action begins


Rising action – the interesting events that build to the climax of the story


Crisis – the point of uncertainty and tension – the turning point – that leads to 
the climax; may involve a decision or an action (sometimes merged with the 
climax)

Climax – the point of highest interest in the story; may be marked by a 
decision, an action, an affirmation or denial, or an illumination or a 
realization; no new major developments follow it  (sometimes merged with 
the crisis)


Falling action – the events that occur after the climax as the reader’s interest 
is less intense


Resolution or denouement (untying)– occurs after the conflicts are ended; it 
is the final outcome of the story in which mysteries are explained, characters 
find their destinies, and the work is completed; sometimes the resolution is 
missing and the story ends with the climax

Variants in formal plot structure

Flashback – an introduction of past events

