Narrative Structure

Order and sequencing of actions

            Chronological – presenting action in the order in which it occurs (beginning – middle-end)


In medias res (in the midst of things) – presenting actions by starting in the middle of the rising action and tracing back to the beginning (middle-beginning-middle- end) 


Flashback – presenting action by starting at the resolution and retelling the whole story (end-beginning-middle-end)
Special narrative structure techniques


Foreshadowing – the introduction of characters, objects, events, etc. that hint at things to come; it creates suspense for the reader

Flashback - an introduction of past events (can occur anytime in a story)

Deus ex machina – invention of some force that miraculously appears and 
leads to a resolution
