Figurative Language
Metaphor – describes something as though it were actually something else, can be directly stated (my love is a rose) or implied

Simile – comparison using like, as, seems, than, as if  (my love is like a rose)
Paradox -  a seeming contradiction that is nevertheless true (I find no peace yet all my war is done)

Apostrophe -  the addressing of communication to a real or imagined person or an abstraction (an object or animal) that cannot answer back (Western Wind, when wilt thou blow)
Personification – living characteristics that are attributed to non-human things or abstractions (We were mocked to death by time)
Synecdoche -  a part which stands for a whole or a whole which stands for a part (I own fifty head of cattle)

Metonymy – one thing is used as a substitute for another with which it is closely defined (a dead man is referred to as a stiff because a dead body becomes stiff)

Synaesthesia – united separate sensations or feelings; the description of one type of perception or thought are used with words that are appropriate for another (blue note - sight/sound mixed)

Pun (paronomasia) -  a humorous use of words that involves a word or phrase that has more than one possible meaning (Being in politics is just like playing golf: you are trapped in one bad lie after another.) 

Malapropism - is an incorrect usage of a word, usually with comic effect ("Well I try to 
look at the bright side. I guess you could say I'm an internal optometrist." – should be 
internal optimist - Steve Carell as Barry in Dinner for Schmucks, 2010)

Hyperbole (overstatement) – emphasis that is achieved through exaggeration (I have a 
million things to do)


Understatement – emphasis that is achieved through deliberate underplaying or 
undervaluing of a thing ("I have to have this operation. It isn't very serious. I have this 
tiny little tumor on the brain."  Holden Caulfield in The Catcher In The Rye, by J. D. 
Salinger)[image: image1][image: image2][image: image3]
