Diction – Word Choice

Diction = Word Choice!  Think about why the poet chose to use the words he or she did.
Broad Categories of diction

Concrete diction – words that describe exact and particular conditions or qualities, such as cold, sweet, and creamy in reference to an ice cream sundae, while the words good and neat are abstract

Abstract diction – language describing qualities that are theoretical, such as good, interesting, and neat

Levels of diction

High/formal – proper, elevated (elegiac), elaborate, learned, often polysyllabic, follows correct grammar rules, avoids idioms, colloquialisms, contractions, and slang.  High diction may show high educational level, superior social or professional position, pretentiousness, or emotional detachment.

Middle/informal diction – relaxed, conversational, utilizes contractions, slang, contains grammatical mistakes, and is direct and simplistic.   

Low/Substandard – vulgar and crude

Special types of diction 

Idiom – usage that produces unique words and phrases within regions or classes; words or phrases that in and of themselves do not make logical sense


Driveway/parkway
raining cats and dogs

Dialect/vernacular/colloquialism – the speech of a particular region or social group, usually characterized by unique words, expressions and pronunciations


Pail/bucket
pop/soda/soda pop/coke
couch/davenport/sofa

Slang – contains informal and/or substandard vocabulary; words may exists for a time and then vanish


Square

bread

dig it

wife beater

Jargon – words or phrases characteristic of a particular profession, trade, or pursuit such as medicine, sociology, football or the military  

Denotation and connotation of diction
Denotation – the standard dictionary meaning of the word – words can have multiple meanings.  Explore all possible meanings when analyzing poetry.

Connotation – the meaning that words suggest beyond their bare dictionary meaning – again explore all of the connotative meanings of the word

**While the level of diction may help delineate a character’s age, profession, educational level, etc., the diction’s connotation may help explain the character’s emotional state. 

