Character

Characterization – the way a writer develops and reveals a character’s traits to the reader. A trait is a quality of mind or a habitual mode of behavior
Methods of characterization  
1. Through a character’s physical description
2. Through a character’s actions
3. Through a character’s thoughts or statements 

4. Through another character’s thoughts or statements
5. Through an outside narrator’s statements

**These methods of characterization may be direct characterization (stated outright to the reader) or indirect characterization (only implied to the reader).

Types of Characters


Main characters – characters who are highly involved in the experiences and actions 
of the story.  Two main characters are the protagonist and the antagonist.  The 
protagonist is the central character of the story and the antagonist is the character or 
thing that opposes the 
protagonist.


Minor characters – characters who interact with the main characters and help move 
the story along

**All characters are either**

Round – a complex character that is intricately involved in the plot and reacts to the 
action

Flat – a one dimensional character that the reader knows everything there is to know about after the first meeting and is easily summed up in a word or two

Dynamic – a character that adapts, changes, or grows during the course of the story

Static – a character that does not change, adapt, or grow during the course of the 
story

**Round characters tend to be dynamic and flat characters tend to be static.

Special types of characters
Foil – a supporting character whose role is to highlight a major character by presenting a contrast with him or her

Stereotype – a character who is so ordinary and unoriginal that he or she seems to have cast in a mold; a representative character 
